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When Whieatan Hugh Auder quinie | M ¥k last wear o

v in Dxford he left an apartment that was clutiersd with

& Baggape and suttlery of a long literary carees. Cine of the
perils of bachelor living, without wifely ultimatums, is the
-'|'..||. acoumi|atusn of debrs !'..ll s0119 vi mAo ErasEs Tarmilias
andmarks. Yet the ruck is sometirmes not 25 disorderhy as
L e

There is a kind of domesticated wildness about his poetry
3 brook running underground, a gabe caught 1o turn mills
vETY EXpEnence was grist, yet his art often drowe him (o
shandon the metaphor) 1o a second milling

Lince when he came o Boston for a reading, | said, “you
readd “Under Which Lyre’ won't yvoul

‘Mo, | won't," he said. “Sometimes you realize that a poem
s a Trswd ' | protested that the PO ranE thue for kit
readers; but he would mot read it

Fowr huis First wisif were loedgecd Bim at the bleak old Beaconsfeeld
Hotel i Brookline; an his second visl al the ghossy new
theraton Boston, Thereafter he staved with his idends. Lours
gl Emmy BronenDerges, in Brooklne. He was nefvous abdoul
travel apd prefermed the rail road o planes

WhEH e wotere walling in an anteroom while a ocrovwd
githered in the EvIminataiim, | &3 d. “Thie Bostosn audience
either arrives early and reads & book, or comes in with 2 rek
at the baginning of a lecture. Shall we begin at about three
minutes after the bowr!

“Certainly not,™ he said, "We'll begin at the announced
Bme.” And jusi ..'.:_..;hl clock he gecked _||||-|‘_|||| Y and
'-'-CI"‘H"'} ot tes the podium

He stond Bunched ower the lecterm g tall man in a
fumprled dun suit and grey carpet dippers. He mead without
“Famatic emphain, his volce husky now but clear, |siting the
Rormes wnrodl thedr music like bolts of tweed and brosdcloth
e did nol “speak™ his poema as Frost did, lifting his fore
nger like 3 whoolmaster, nor rock his shouders with the
meter a9 Elio? od

Alter one reading he said

Yes_ there 1%

hope themns's no receplon
aid. W had had receptions on his four
Previows visits, and | had mentioned it in the
LT -."'ll'!:‘ll" (W L

Well, & short ome,™ e said. But he staved oa for an howr
swenng guestions courteowsly. his mind elsewhene

» Remembering Auden

When the mood was on hirm he seemed to enjoy the
acdulatrom and the gueslions ol u Il\.il.'l..'JI]_."l\.'|ll\.ll.'!'\- A il
ALK& I'l m to SiEn a [dFge i ar aninDoRy M sat gown r"'l:‘l
reypiied saweral of || 4 eOEm EnE Rar bl e biresk hack

Once the wine ran oul o0 soon, and | approached him
where b siosed an 2 BFCILIE |I|l|""|||l. wineElass in b '-|l.|"i|
“We've sent out forwine,” | said. “It was improvigent of me
nod Bo have gothen mone

t was cheap,” he said amiably

e dhifirses belore a rea ANE bright in my memory, OnRe
of the guesis was Father Martin ¥ Arcy, who had been a
wisarg don when Wyatan had come up to Christ Church
ant snd merriest Arownd the
fable we evelled in the rich flow of reminiscence at the
evocation of the boats on i the running of the Christ
Church beagles thie Ox e chbells ring ng Fhaeir

Auden wias at his most br

changes on Sunday marmangs.
One peruonage Auden recalled bore the raffish title of ‘the
pecrnd wickedes! man in Uxiond.”

Diant mspention his name ™ Ausden waid .'||;.=b'|"..;.|l P e
trace of superstibion. ' The last time | heard his name msh-
tioned | lost my railroad ticked

M was generosity el (Remeambenng s gowg Bal for
Dasnthy Dayv whan dhe was jailed for refusing 1o paricipate
bm am alr raid deill ¥) He came 1o Bosion Col Ege 10 a
minimum fee, even though leciure fees were an important

F BT Of M MODeTeE, el o s 04 reclir i ||l:"r||1'!'1"- n]

garty years on the lecture CncLal

Wil o relurn b0 Amenics P | aiked him lagt vear. “Oh
ves,  he said. “IFll have to come back

he reading was planned for February 19, 1974 Perhaps
beecause of fear that this might be his last appearance in
Hoalnn, there T
prospect of his retum. | worried that the hall might not hald
thie crowed af vouneuters from all the uaneemtios in Boskon
whio would come to listen and 1o say Eo0cdiyve.

e Wil an U | P |||" W vt '|.-||"ﬂ'|l.'-\..|'|-‘|l.|

14 never been so much exciternent at the

and radically humble man troubled by penius and by ar

emblematic intelligence, The apparent disorder of the apari
ment In 51 Mark's Place was an emblem too: he know where
everyihing was Al -.-_I'I'l' s e "..||. ke oo Feers im
the present howur's comstand labor, and in Ehe lile beyvond
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