By Mary Callahan

Freshman
Congressman
Robert Drinan,
5], accepted a
position on the
House Internal
Security Com-
mittee so he could
destroy it. A series
of letters in the BC
Congressional
Archives docu-
ments his attempts

o do so
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ew Congressional cominitiees have

H!ﬂl'_l.'l.‘d the IJI1I:I:I1i.|‘I-|"II|'i_'- af the House

Internal H-rnu:i!:c Clomimitiee in its

heyvday, Founcded as the Select Com-

mittee to Investigaie Communist Prop-
aganda in 1930, it saw its greatest power in
the 1940s and 1950s wiven, as the Howse
UnAmerican Activities ‘.:IIJ:I:IIIIi.”T':"I it led an-
Heoammiunist investigations of the movie in-
dustry, the lbor movement, and of federmnl
emplovess and college staflfs. One commitiee
IIH'I]]fh'I’. Hilluln] x:xlm_ ol reew |'||+. ﬁn’: M-
tonal attention during the group's investiga-
tean of Alger Hiss, and the committer served
s the locus fur the McCarthy hearings,

In 1971, Robwrn Drvinan, !';_]. 47 MA'ET,
the newly dected Democratic congressman
from Masachusetts' 4th Congressional
Lhsinct, accepted an appaintment to the
House Internal Secunity Committee {as
HUAC hod boen renamed in 1970 in an -
bermpt [0 Bmprove s peputation ),

It muy seam an unusual pppointment for a
liberal Denmo ral, bt Fr. Drinan was one in
i eeres of lberal
Democrats appointed
o HISE |;|-'!.' the
House leadership 1o
curly th‘.' COTITEtien
and (o act as is
Puoad guy," YT was
a terriblbe commi-
tee,”” he said moa e
cent imerview. ““l
Witk EXPEnEVE 10
rmauntain and o never really had o purpose,
Well, it never really had a pood purpose,
Everyone knew | was out 1o abolish i

While several atternpts had been made in
the House o kill the committee by cuning its
funding, these had failed because con-
pressmen were afratd that voting agaimse the
cornimittee could open them to the charge of
being “‘soft on communism,'* Fr, Drinan set
about discrediting HISC in the eyes of both
the House membership and the American

'S

Ciong, Wichand fohord

ear Congressman Drinan,
ear Mr. Chawrman

people by noting in
public statrements tha
:I'H' CoHTmitiee k.ll.'l!l.

o S "‘I"':'i."'li'ﬂ on the
mlleved subversive ne-
tivities of some

Fall (MK American
CHIECNS

In March 1974,
three years afier Fr,
Drinan joined the
conmmities, o Filloge Foree colummnist wrope
that members of Congress—and Fr. Drinan
in ||.|r||.-|'|.|.|.|T—|_-||1:h| secure copics of HISC
files on American citizens. The column
prompeed some 79 peophe o write o Fi
Dvinan, requesting copies of their fles,

“It was in the air at the time," savs Fr
Drewnan of the requests. * Everyone was
asking for their FBI files, their LA Tiles,
under the Freedom of Information Ao, And
when they heard about the HISC files they
asked lor them, ton.'" In Gwct, said Fr.
Dyrinan, in some liberal circles, it becarne n
badge of honot 1o have such a file and o
disgrace not to. **You wouldn't tell
anymne—it would be oo embamassing,'' he
'R?Iill with a chuckle, **Ti it mennn voas
weren 't considered subwversive; that you
weren' | deemed a threat—that vou weren't
considered o be somebody,

Fr. Dirinan passed along the 79 reqjuests
far files to the HISC staff, much o the
chagrin of HISC chairman Richard Techord,
a Democrat fronm Missoun who, « orrectly,
saw them as pant of the Massachusetta con-
ETCASTILR & CHIMRLN b 1|I-.r|||:|-l the: CeHmmii=
fee's BCiiviiees

Their polite, but pointed, exchanee, por-
tians of which are reprinted here, is pre-
wrved mnong papers given to Boston College
by Fr. Drinan in 1981 and currently housed
m s Congressional Archives (story page 41)
ablong with the papers of House Speiker
Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. 36, and Con-
gressmuen Edward P Baoland.

Comeg. Hobert Drinan, SF



May 31, 1974

ﬂmr Congressman Drinan.

Please be advised thar 1 am calling a
meeting of the full commitiee for Tuesiday,
June 4, at 9:3 a.m o consider what
disposition shall be made of your recent,
unusual, numerous, and burdensome re-
quests for information from the files of the
Commitice relating o iruclivicluals. 1 [PrOpose
at this meeting 1o discuss the namre and pro-
priety of these requests, such backgroumnd as
W POSSCES in respsect to them, and their rela-
tionship to the efficient work of our stafl

Sincerely vours,
Richard H. Tehord
et Pty

Ml 31, 1974

ﬂmr Mr., Chatrman:

. I'am not certam 1 see the necd for this
particular meeting . . . When individuals
WTIlE 10 I
Ihrl|'||;|.:|| my |..l||'||.-e' AanYy ﬁ]r ||I|.'|.l|. £l 1J'|'|.':I11 by
rh.-|_- “nu_ﬁ: ]nrrmn! ."'1-‘_':1|nr'3.' f:::-rnl:l':'ihﬂ'. |
merely camry out as & courtesy to them the
right 1 have as a Member of Congress andd
whach they have as an American citizen,

[ therefore see no reason o discuss the
“propriety " of the requests . . . While |
undersiand that compliance with these re-
quests may impose o burden on the stafl of
the Committes, | cannot tell these citizens
that Members of Congress do not have the
riecht 1o obtain [rom a Member ol Congress
the contents of any file mamtained on them
by a Commuittee of the Congress

In addition 1o my fecling that there is no
nevessity for the meeting projected for June
4th, | have on that morming another meeting
of the Judiciary Committee and the impeach-
el inguiry

[T]here can be no question of what **dis-
position’” shall be made of the requests for
information . . . | shall expect to have these
requests honored as they have been in the
st

. requesting that they recenve

Cordially vours,

Robert F. Drinan
Member of Congress

Juby 1, 1974

i ]
>V mr Chairman Ichord:

I write 10 yvou about seventy-nine reguests
which 1 have made for information since
Ml 1, 15074,

[ Aam diwaiine O thie I'|1.'|.1.'.1'-ei:ll3. ol IJ:ll.' Hiltf
spending a bit of time on these requests. At
the saume time | feel an unreasonable amount
of time has gone by . .

I I do not have within seventy-two hours
after receipt of this letter some explanation as
1o the schedube when | will pecelve answers
o my seventy-nine inquiries | will bring the
denial of this request 1o thue H-[lr.iiirr and will
publish in the Congressional Recond a notce
of the fact that my rights as a member of the
Hla-llw i H|'|||-:"u'r|.[.|:i1. == hove Ih-m rlr‘ni-.-tl
h!,.' the Chatrman and stall of the House ln-
termal Securipy Commitiies

[ sendd vou in advance my appreciation of
vour attention (o this matter,

Cordially vours,
Roberd F, Dinnan

Memiber of Canress

July 3, 1974
ﬂmv Mr. Dninan:

| .“_n'ﬂnm;l::- For mod -u;':ﬂnﬁ' ol i |rrl:1:|'|1|:.|!
report on the meeting held on June 4th,
which vou did not chpose o attend.

At the meeting, | pointed out that you had
made requests for information involving 123
anchiviclials, that 88 requests had been recerv-
ed from you in 1974, and that requests from
vou for information on 78 indiaduals were
then pending

."'llﬁl'l I:I.l!\-l'.'l.ln.‘:.‘-l.'ll WEDE VOLIE SEREerments ae the
'I,"l.].r.' 5 ."{.|ti|:-||.'t| Clormlies ."'|.|[..'|:|I!|..~|I: |:'|1..i.'-
pressive Legislation] meeting in which vou
sugested thai il the commitiee receives
viluminous requests, records and personned
would be tied up and committes publicatons
winild go out of print. This achion by vou in
light of your previous statement that you
went on the committee for the purpose of
destroving the commites from withm cer-
tainly .e asts zhusdows Ui the good faith of
VIOFLE PECUests

Nru f||r|||.'|| actpiod wias laken af the
mecting, but it was sugeested then that the
chair should not permit such actions 1w con-
stitute an harnssment of the committee or its
gall. Under the rules, as a member of Con-

Prame fane; Hacs of HUAC m
ity hepelay, From top, Hollyeoed s

stars cremend fhe hearong room
(17 the probe of Methoden
!:I:H--'.'r.llf- {r. Hranley Oxnam
(1953 Canpresnmen Kbl
N e Ty rJ_."I'rr a federal
pranal jury found .'”J.'-e"' s
_E'I.I.'II". af freriery L STl
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gress you are entitled 1o such mformation;

however, the committee will not permit such

requests to disrupt the work of the commit-

tee. Therefore, you are advised that your re-

quests will be complied with so as not 1o con-

stitute an undue hardship upon the staff |, | |
Sincerely yours,
Richard M. lehord
Chaarremam

December 13, 1974

Sy My, Ichond:

.« o In recent weeks | have noted that the
Committee staffl has answered a number of
my requests for information on various in-
dividuals for which | am graveful. I am also
aware, however, that approcimately seventy
requests for information are still before the
Committee on Internal Security, the great
muporty of which were sent 1o vou in May
of 1974 . . . In almost all of the communica-
tnons received from your stafl, there have
been no subsantive references o possible
“subversive’' activities. Indeed, the majority
of these requests are answered by stating that
no record exists concerning the individual. In
view of this fact, 1 can see no justification for
a delay of seven months | . .

Thank you in advance for your attention
o this mater. | do feel that the saff of the
Committes should be able 10 clear up most
of my request backlog with no great
difficulty.

Cordially yours,
Robert F. Drinagn
Manber of Congress

December 20, 1974
Sear Mr. Drinan:

..-With the approach of the holiday
season, the regular work lond of the commit-
tee began to lighten enough thar the stafl was
ahle to devote more time to the highly un-
usual quantity of requests submitted by you.

I might point out that whether or not
there s a record on o name, the search iself
mkes tirme— particularly when there is a
problem of identity . . . It may be of interest
of you to know that, because of budget cuts,
we now have only two employees in addition
to the chiel of files and reference who are
trained to do this type of work. As you can

appreciate, they must serve all Members of
Congress and the committee stafl as equit-
ahbly as possible, and they cannot devoie a
disproportionate amount of time 0 one—
especially (o one whose announced motive is
to disrupt and obstruct the work of the
commitiee.

.+« The stall has been nstructed to fur-
nish the reponts requested by you, but it is
inpossible at this point to say how long it
may take 1o complete them.

I might mention that many of the indi-
viduals with lengthy reconds are likely well
aware of the mformation in our files, and 1
doube that they are suffering a great deal of
suspense as they await our reply,

Since your announced purpose was to tic
up records and personned, I am sure it would
not surprise you to know that handling your
requests on a priority basis would accomplish
just that. I can assure you that your many
letters have not been forgotien, and that all
will be answered in due time.

Sincerely vours,
Richard H. Tehord
Chatreman

careful building of coalitions, Fr, Drinan

and other HISC opponents had
gathered enough support among Democrats
that the House Democrate Caucus conve-
niently *'forgot™ to appoint any Democratic
members 1o HISC, The Democraiic leader-
ship of the House, in turn, seemed disin-
dined to order the caucus to do so.
Recognizing his position, Ichord himself of-
fered a resolution to transfer the comminee
to the jurisdiction of the House Judiciary
Comminee, a move that would, in effect,
condemn the committee to political limbo,
On January 14, 1975, the House of Repre-
sentatives approved the transfer in a voice
vote from the floor,

Mo one lamented the commitiee's de-
mise,”” said Fr. Drinan, who was credited in
newspaper reports as “playing a key role in
putting HISC to rest.”” The committee's
records, mcluding the 750,000 ndividual
files, were transferred to the custody of the
Judiciary Committee, which in tum con-
signed them to the U5, Congressional Ar-
chives, where they will remain untouched
until the year 2(k25.

B v the fall of 1974, by means of a

Mary Callahan &5 BCM's assistant editor. n



	summer-89.pdf
	summer-89-2.pdf
	summer-89-3.pdf

